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THE CONSTITUTION (FIRST AMENDMENT) ACT, 1953 




An Act to amend the Constitution of India. 

.■ ' [18th June, 1951] 

Be it enacted by Parliament .as follows: — 

1. Short title — This Act may be called the Constitution (First Amend- 
ment) Act, 1951. 

2. Amendment of article 15. — To article 15 of the Constitution, the 
following clause shall be added : — 

"(4) Nothing; in this article or in clause (£) of article 29 shall 
prevent the State from making any special provision for the advance- 
ment of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens 
or for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. '■' 

3. Amendment of article 19 and validation of certain laws. — (I) In 

article 19 of toe Constitution, — 

(a) for clause (2), the following clause shall be substituted, and 
the said clause shall be deemed always to have been enacted: in the 
following form, namely: — 

„ . "(S) Nothing in sub-clause (a) of clause (1) shall affect the 
operation of any existing law, or prevent the State from making 
any law, in so far as such law imposes reasonable restrictions on 
the exercise of .the right conferred by the said sub-clause in the 
interests of the security of the State, friendly relations with 
foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to 
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence.' 

(6) in clause (6), for the words beginning with the words "nothing 
In the said sub-clause" and ending with the, words "occupation, trade 
or business", the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

"nothing in the said sub-clause shall affect the operation of any 
existing 4aw in so far as it relates to, or prevent the State from 
making any law relating to, — . r > 

(?) the professional or technical qualifications.- necessary for 
. practising any profession or carrying on any,>o©cupation, trade or 
business, or ,»■ 

(it) the carrying on by the Stath,< or by a corporation owned 
or controlled by the State, of any trade, business, industry or 
service, whether to the exclusion, complete or partial, of citizewi 
or otherwise." . , • 
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(2) No law in force in the territory of India; immediately before the 
commencement of -the Constitution which is consistent with the provisions 
of article 1° of the Constitution as amended by. sub-section (I) of this' section 
shall be deemed to be void,, or ever to have become void, on the ground 
only that, being a law which takes away or abridges the right conferred 
by sub-clause (a) of clause (2) of the said article, its operation was not 
saved by clause (2) of that article as originally enacted. 

Explanation. -^--In this sub-section, the expression "law in force" has 
the same meaning as in clause (i) of article- 13 of .the Constitution. 

4. Insertion of new article S1A.— After article 81 of the Constitution, 
.the'following article shall be inserted, and shall be deemed always to have 
been inserted, namely: — - , 

"31A; Saving of laws providing for acquisition of estates,' etc. — 
(I) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Part, 
no law providing for the acquisition by the State of any estate or oi 
any rights therein or for the extinguishment or modification of any 
guch rights shall be deemed to be void on the" ground that it is incon- 
sistent with, or takes away or abridges any of the rights conferred by, 
any provisions of this Part: 

Provided that . where such' law is a law made by the Legislature 
of a State; the provisions of this article shall not apply thereto unless 
such law, having been reserved for the consideration of the President, 
has received his assent. 

(#) In this article, — 

(a) the expression "estate" shall, in relation to any local area, 
have the same meaning as that expression or its local equivalent 
has in the existing law relating to land tenures in force in that 
area, and shall also include any jagir, inam or muafi or other 
similar grant; 

(b) the expression "rights", in relation to ail estate, shall in- 
clude any rights vesting in a proprietor, sub-proprietor, under 
proprietor, tenure-holder or other intermediary and any rights or 
privileges in respect of land revenue." 

6. Insertion of new article 31B.— After article 31A of the Constitution 
$s inserted by section 4, the following article shall be inserted, namely: — 

"31B. Validation of certain Acts and Regulations. — Without 
prejudice to the generality of the provisions contained in "article 31A, 
none of , the Acts and Regulations specified in the Ninth Schedule 
nor any of the provisions thereof shall be deemed to be void, or ever 
to have become void, on the ground that such Act, Regulation or 
provision is inconsistent with,, or takes away or abridges any of the 
rights conferred by, any provisions of this Part, and notwithstanding 
any judgment, decree or order of any court or tribunal to the contrary, 
each of the said Acts and Eegulations shall,- subject to the power of 
any competent Legislature to repeal or amend it, continue in fofee." 

6. Amendment of article 85\— For article 85 of the Constitution, the 
following article shall be substituted, namely: — 

' "85 Sessions of Parliament, prorogation and dissolution. — (J) The 
President shall from time to time summon each House of Parliament 
to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit, but six months shal' 
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not intervene between its last sitting in one session and the 
appoitted for it8 first sitting in the next session. 

(S; The President may from time to time — 

(a) prorogue the Houses or either House; 

(b) dissolve the House of the People." 

7. Amendment of article 87. — In article 87 of the Constitution,— 

(2) in clause (2), for the words "every session" the words "the 
first session after each general election to the House of the People 
and at the commencement of the first session of each year" shall be 
substituted; 

(2) in clause (2), the words "and for the precedence - of such 
discussion over other business of the House" shall be omitted. 

8. Amendment of article 174. — For article 174 of the Constitution, the 
following article shall be substituted, namely: — 

"174. Sessions of the State Legislature, -prorogation and dissolu- 
tion. — (2) The Governor shall from time to time summon the House or 
each House of the Legislature of the State to meet at such time and 
place as he thinks fit, but six months shall not intervene between its 
last sitting in one session and the date appointed for its first sitting in 
the next session. 

(2) The Governor may from time to time — 

(a) prorogue the House or either House; 

: (6) dissolve the Legislative Assembly." 

9. Amendment of article 176. — In article 176 of the Constitution, — 

(2) in clause (2), for the words "every session" the words "the 
first session after each general election to the Legislative Assembly 
and at the commencement of the first session of each year" shall be 
tsubstituted ; 

(#) in clause (2), the words "and for the precedence of .such 
discussion over other business of the House" shall be omitted. 

10. Amendment of article 341 — In clause (1) of article 841 "of the 
Constitution, for the words "may, after consultation with the Governor or 
Bajpramukh of a State," the words "may with respect to any State, and 
where it is a State specified in Part A or Part B of the First Schedule, after 
consultation, with the Governor or Bajpramukh thereof;" shall be 
substituted. 

11. Amendment of article 342.— In clause (2) of article 342 of the 
Constitution, for the words "may, after consultation with the Governor or 
Rajpramukh of a State," the words "may with respect to any State, and 
vhere it h a State specified in Part A or Part B of the First Schedule, after 
consultation with the Governor or Bajpramukh thereof," shall be substi- 
tuted. ■ • 

12. Amendment of article 372. — In sub-clause (a) of clause (3) of article 
372 of the Constitution, for the words "two years" the words "three years" 
ih all be substituted. . 

13. Amendment of article 376. — At the end of clause (1) of article 376 
of the Constitution, the following shall be added, namely: — . 

"Any such Judge shall, notwithstanding that he is not a citizen 
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of India, be eligible for appointment as Chief Justice of such High 
Court, or as Chief Justice or other Judge-of any other High Court.'' 

14. Addition of Ninth Schedule.— After the Eighth Schedule to the 
Jonstitution, the following Schedule shall be added, namely:- — 

- "NINTH SCHEDULE 

• _ . [Article 3.1 B'\ 

i. The Bihar Land Eeforms Act, 1950 (Bihar Act XXX of 1950). 

2. The Bombay Tenancy and Agricultural Lands Act, 1948 (Bombay Act 
. LXVII of 1948). . x .... . . ■■ 

3. The Bombay Maleki Tenure Abolition Act, 1949 (Bombay Act LXI oi 
1949). 

L The Bombay Taluqdari Tenure Abolition Act, 1949 (Bombay Aci. 
LXII of 1949). 

5. The Panch Mahals Mehwassi Tenure Abolition Act, 1949 (Bombay Aot 

' LXIII of 1949). 

6. The Bombay Khoti Abolition Act, 1950 (Bombay Act VI of 1950). 

7. The Bombay Paragana and Kulkarni Watan Abolition Act, 1950 

(Bombay Act LX of 1950). 

3. The Madhya Pradesh Abolition of Proprietary Eights (Estates, Mahals, 
Alienated Lands) Act, 1950 (Madhya Pradesh Act- 1 of 1951). 

9. The Madras Estates (Abolition and Conversion into Eyotwari) Act, 
1948 (Madras Act XXVI of 1948). 

10. The Madras Estates (Abolition and Conversion into Byotwari) Amend- 

ment Act, 1950 (Madras Act I of 1950). 

11. The Uttar Pradesh Zamindari Abolition and Land Eeforms Act, 1950 

(Uttar Pradesh Act I of 1951). 

12. The Hyderabad (Abolition of Jagirs) Eegulation, 1358P. - (No. LXTX • 

of 1358, Fasli). ' 

13. Th Hyderabad Jagirs (Commutation) Eegula-tion, 1359F. (No. XXV 

of 1359, Easli)." 
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